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State Conference 2006 
 
The annual Louisiana Conference 
of Health and Social Services 
(LCHSS) State Conference “Red 
Hot Time!” was held March 8-10, 
2006 at the Holiday Inn in Bossier 
City.  127 people attended this 
year’s Conference. 

Registration 
began at 
noon, 
Wednesday, 
March 8, 2006 
and was 
followed by 
the President's 
Reception and 
the dance.   
Christina 
Cuenca, Miss 

Louisiana USA 2006, attended the 
President’s Reception and the 
dance.   

Thursday 
morning, 
Beth 
Stanley 

from DHH spoke about Medicaid.  
Veda Emerson, OFS Deputy 
Assistant Secretary, gave a DSS 
agency update.   

Brandy McNeill from Volunteers of 
America then spoke about the 
Louisiana Recovery Corporation.  
Representative from the Literacy 
Volunteers at Centenary College 
spoke about their program. 

 

Thursday afternoon, Lisa Westfall 
and Valerie Carville from Eagle 
Federal Credit Union made a 
presentation.  They held a drawing 
for $50 which was won by Terry 
Briggs. 

Then there was a Hula Hoop 
contest!  Dorothy Good, from the 
Hammond Region, won first place.  
Valerie Brown, from the Thibodaux 



Region, came in 
second.  Jackie 
Harvard, from the 
Alexandria Region, 
came in third place.  
Fun was had by all.   

 

Michelle Guillory then spoke about 
the services offered by the 
Governor's Office of Elderly 
Affairs.  There was a fashion 
show, door prizes, a silent auction, 
and Association meetings.   

 

Thursday night, Eagle Federal 
Credit Union hosted a hospitality 
reception.  Thanks, Eagle Federal! 

  

Friday morning, Stacy McQuillin 
told everyone about DSS' role in 
disaster recovery efforts.  Judy 
Christie, keynote speaker, 
presented “Hurry Less, Worry 

Less: Tools to Enjoy Each Day 
More.”   Debra Jones filled in for 
her niece, Christina Cuenca, and 
shared Sheila Blount's 
experiences after Katrina.   

Scholarship Winner 2006 

Brianne Chandler is the 2006 
LCHSS Scholarship winner.  
Brianne is the daughter of Gary 
and Sharon Chandler.  Brianne 
graduated from Homer with a 4.0 
GPA.   Brianne was honored as a 
Who's Who Among American 
Students.  She was the secretary 
for the National Honor Society, the 
Drama Student Director two years 
in a row, and a Girl's State 
Delegate.  Brianne was in the 
drama club, student council, 
yearbook staff, National Honor 
Society, Homer High School 
Honors choir, and the Future 
Business Leaders of America.  
Brianne participated in Literary 
Rally, Music Rally, and the All-
State Northwestern University 
Demon Choir.  Brianne 
volunteered at the Ford Museum, 
Claiborne Abstract Church, and 
Socks for Seniors.  Brianne also 
sings in the choir and is a special 
music pianist with her church.   
Brianne has been accepted at 
Louisiana Tech University and will 
be given her $500 scholarship 
upon registration.   Brianne could 
not attend Conference.  Her 



mother accepted the award on her 
behalf. Congratulations Brianne! 

Distinguished Service 
Award  

Mona LeBlanc is the 2006 LCHSS 
Distinguished Service Award 
Winner.   Mona was presented this 
award at the Annual State 
Conference.   If you have been to 
any State Conference, you have 
probably met Mona.  Mona joined 

LCHSS which was formerly 
Louisiana Conference of Social 
Welfare (LCSW), in 1974.   Mona 
has only missed two State 
Conferences since she joined, one 
was due to illness and the other 
was in 2005 when her mother 
passed away.   Mona began 
working for the State of Louisiana 
on June 6, 1969 at USL.  She 
transferred to the Department of 
Public Works in September 1972 
as a Steno III.  Mona was 
promoted to a Welfare Technician 
in August 1974 and became a 
Eligibility Determinations 
Supervisor I in 1985.  Mona retired 

in May 2002.  Since retiring, Mona 
and her husband, Russel, have 
been enjoying camping in their RV 
and caring for a small Angus cattle 
farm. 

Mona has served as both 1st and 
2nd Vice Chairperson for the 
Lafayette Region.  Mona was the 
Hospitality Chairperson for State 
Conference 2004 held in 
Lafayette.  Mona has always been 
active in the Lafayette Region.  
She usually helped cook, 
decorate, or worked registration at 
the Lafayette Regional meetings.  
Mona is currently serving her 
second term as an elected State 
Board Member. 

Thank you, Mona, for all the years 
that you served LCHSS.  
Congratulations!  You deserve it.   

Election Results 

Alexandria Region  
Rayetta Thompson, Chairperson 
Polly Johnson, 1st Vice Chair 
Rosetta Mercer, 2nd Vice Chair 

Hammond Region 
Dorothy Good, Chairperson 
Valerie Smith, 1st Vice Chair 
Trish Mack, 2nd Vice Chair 

Lafayette Region 
Myron Berzas, Chairperson 
Juliette Poulette Boudreaux, 1st 
Vice Chair 
Todd Solieau, 2nd Vice Chair 



Monroe Region 
Holley Carter, Chairperson 
April Vivas, 1st Vice Chairperson 
Cheryl Kelly, 2nd Vice Chairperson 
 
Members At Large 
Phoebe Landreneau 
Mona LeBlanc 
Nancy Wright  
 

$100 Bill Raffle Winners 
 
This year’s $100 bill raffle winners 
were Mark Hodges, Jerry Geier, 
and Courtney Fontenot.  Thank 
you to all who bought raffle tickets.  
The raffle tickets support our 
permanent priority, the $500 
scholarship, as well as a donation 
to our social priority.  We donated 
$250 to the Literacy Volunteers at 
Centenary College so they can 
continue their mission.     
 
Free conference winner 

Gerald 
Butaud is this 
year's winner 
of free 
conference!!    
This includes 
the 
registration 
fee, hotel 
room, and 
meals. 
Congratulations Gerald! 

 

Membership Report 
 
Alexandria   16 
Baton Rouge 55 
Hammond  30 
Lafayette  93 
Lake Charles 30 
Monroe  38 
Orleans  14 
Shreveport  32 
Thibodaux  35 
Statewide Total  343 
 

Delegate Assembly 2006  
 

 
 
Delegate Assembly was held in 
Gonzales on July 12-13, 2006.   
Board members and Delegates 
from each region attended. 
 

There were 
speakers 
from Literacy 
Works, 
American 
Cancer 
Society, 

Prevent Child Abuse, Capital Area 
Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA), Pennington 
Biomedical Research Center, and 
Hospice-Odyssey Health Care.  



Each speaker was 
interesting and 
dynamic and spoke 
about some very 
worthy causes.  
LCHSS voted to 

select our new priorities for the 
next two years to be literacy and 
healthy lifestyles.  

 
Monica Ward was appointed as a 
board member to take the place of 
Debra Jones, who resigned. 
 

Regional News 
 
The Lafayette  Region met at the 
end of January to discuss the next 
regional meeting.  They would like 
to have a meeting in a place 
where they have not been in a 
while, maybe Ville Platte. 
 
The Lake Charles  Region plans 
to assist the Alexandria Region to 
put on the 2007 State Conference.  
Lake Charles Region also issued 
a weight loss challenge to all other 
regions.  See below. 
 
The Shreveport  Region held a 
half-day regional meeting on July 
19 at Ralph and Kakoo’s in 
Bossier City.  They plan to have 
another half-day meeting at the 
end of December. 
 
The Thibodaux  Region plans to 
have a regional meeting in 
December.  The Thibodaux 

Region plans to join in the weight 
loss challenge.  Any member of 
the Thibodaux region who would 
like to participate should contact 
Monica Ward.    
 
Weight Loss Challenge 
 
Lake Charles Region will do a 
weight loss program with our 
LCHSS members. Notices will be 
posted in all offices; anyone that is 
not a member will have to join to 
participate. We are encouraging 
men and women to participate. 
Even if their goal won't be the 
highest, getting the weight off is 
hard, but keeping it off is even 
harder!! Competition is a great 
incentive. The period we will use 
will be from August 15, 2006 thru 
March 15, 2007. We will ask that 
everyone "buddies" up with 
another participating member to 
weigh in on both of those dates. 
Basically, we will be using the 
honor system. The only restriction 
is that no surgical procedure is 
used (gastric bypass, the band, 
etc.). The person who has lost and 
maintained the greatest weight 
loss will receive all of the 
"donations". If someone loses 30 
pounds, but gains back 15 pounds 
before March 15, 2006, the only 
loss recorded will be 15 pounds.  
Retirees or members not with OFS 
anymore could work with whatever 
Region they live or work in. Lake 
Charles Region is challenging all 



other Regions to participate.  The 
Region that loses the most weight 
per participant would be the 
"winning" Region.  Talk to your 
Regional Chairperson before 
August 15, 2006, or as soon as 
possible to participate.  
 
Elections 2007 
 
Elections for the following 
positions will take place at State 
Conference 2007: President, 1st 
Vice President, and 2nd Vice 
President.  The following regions 
will have elections at State 
Conference: Baton Rouge, Lake 
Charles, Orleans, Shreveport, and 
Thibodaux.  If you are interested in 
running for one of these offices, 
please contact the election 
chairperson, Lisa Trahan.   
 

Board Members  

State Officers 

Virginia Cardot, President 
Kim Cezar, 1st Vice President 
Lisa Trahan, 2nd Vice President 
Wendell Young, Treasurer 
Julie Miller, Secretary 
Allison Shortess, Publicity 
Sammy Guillory, Membership 
 
Appointed Board Members 

Debbie Arrant 
Brenda Pikes 
Peggy Reddoch 
Monica Ward 

Members at Large 

Phoebe Landreneau 
Mona Leblanc 
Nancy Wright 
 
Regional Chairpersons 

Rayetta Thompson, Alexandria 
J Funderburk, Baton Rouge 
Dorothy Good, Hammond 
Myron Berzas, Lafayette 
Holley Carter, Monroe 
Vacant, Orleans 
Karen Hackett, Shreveport 
Maria Antonio, Thibodaux 
 
State Conference 2007 
 
State Conference 2007 will be 
held at the Paragon Casino in 
Marksville, March 21-23, 2007.  
Rooms are $52 per night.  Choose 
from a regular room, chalet, or the 
RV park.  More details to come. 
 
Other Tidbits  
 
Check out www.lchss.org .  The 
website has been updated with 
lots of new pictures.   
 
Did you know that the last time 
State Employees received an 
across the board Cost of Living 
Increase was 1990?  On top of 
that, the 10-year inflation rate from 
1990-2000 was roughly 40% !  
The Louisiana Medicaid 
Employees Association is 



circulating a petition to obtain a 
10% cost of living increase for all 
State Employees.   Check out their 
website at www.lmea.net for more 
information.  
 
A message from the President 

Greetings to everyone! I hope 
everyone had an enjoyable and 
informative time at State 
Conference 2006 and is looking 
forward to State Conference 2007 
at the Paragon in Marksville. 
Congratulations to the new 
regional chairpersons elected in 
March. At Delegate Assembly held 
in July we selected our new 
priority projects of literacy and 

healthy lifestyles. I think these are 
two areas that are important to the 
entire state, and will give us many 
opportunities to participate. 
Carolyn Bolt, chairperson from 
Lake Charles region, has 
presented a very good idea in her 
statewide weight loss challenge. 
Your state officers and regional 
chairpersons are available to help 
you with any of your LCHSS 
concerns, so feel free to contact 
us at any time. I am proud to serve 
as your state president! I look 
forward to seeing all of you in 
Marksville!  
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LCHSS Membership Application  
 

Name________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip__________________________________________________________ 

LCHSS Region_________________________________________________________ 

�  New Membership  $15 

�  Renewal   $13 

�  Retiree/full time student $ 7 

Make checks payable to Louisiana Conference of Health and Social Services and mail 

to : 

LCHSS 

926 Hwy 190 

Eunice, LA  70505 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louisiana Conference of Health and Social Services 

926 Hwy 190 

Eunice, LA 70535 


